Introduced by Council Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2011-664
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 4761, THE GENERAL DANIEL “CHAPPIE” JAMES POST, ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
founded in 1899 by veterans of the Spanish-American War and the Philippine Insurrection, the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ mission through the years has focused on securing rights and benefits for veterans; and

WHEREAS,
the Veterans of Foreign Wars is the largest American organization of combat veterans; currently, there are 1.5 million members belonging to 7,644 VFW posts; and
WHEREAS,
the General Daniel “Chappie” James Post 4761 in Jacksonville was organized on October 5, 1991 to honor the life and military career of General Daniel “Chappie” James, who in 1975, became the first African-American officer in the history of the United States military to attain 4-star full General rank; and
WHEREAS,
a native of Pensacola, General James was born in 1920,  earned a bachelor of science degree at Tuskegee Institute in 1942 and  received an appointment as a Cadet in the Army Air Corps in 1943 that launched a stellar military career; and

WHEREAS,
throughout the remainder of World War II, General James trained pilots for the all-black 99th Pursuit Squadron; in 1949, he became a flight leader for the 12th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, 18th Fighter Wing at Clark Field in the Philippines; in the Korean War, the General flew 101 combat missions in P-51 Mustang and F-80 aircraft; the General flew 78 combat missions into North Vietnam during the Vietnam War; and
WHEREAS,
a genuine patriot, General James was widely known for his speeches on Americanism and patriotism; while Vice- Commander of Elgin Air Force Base in Florida in the 1960s, he was named Florida’s “Outstanding American of the Year” for 1969; and

WHEREAS,
after stints in the Pentagon as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense and as Commander in Chief of NORAD at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado, General James retired in 1978
;and 

WHEREAS,
since its inception in 1991, it has been the objective of General Daniel “Chappie” James VFW Post 4761 in Jacksonville to advocate for our veterans and on the occasion of the post’s 20th Anniversary, it is fitting that we commend the post’s Commander, Arden D. Battle, the post’s leaders, trustees, members, ladies auxiliary and supporters in the community for their continuous, dedicated work on behalf of those who have valiantly served their country; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Recognition and Honor.  The City of Jacksonville does hereby recognize and honor Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4761, the General Daniel “Chappie” James Post, on the occasion of its twentieth year of dedicated service and wishes the post continued successes in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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